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home/' he said. " You want to get a tumble-home." A
tumble-home is the slope upward and inward of a ship's side
from the water-line to the raiL The tumble-home of our
house was the opalescent curve over of its roof to the gun-
wale of the pram. We packed the crevices between the ice
blocks with snow and tamped it down. On the other side,
the side formed by the underneath of the boat, we banked up
stones and then lesser stones and then very small stones carried
from some distance away in the tin baler, or between two
boards held like a gardener's clappers or in our cupped
hands. We rained them down around the foundations of
our house so that they trickled into every crevice. They
would keep out draughts. At one end, the bow end, of the
boat we left a little hole through which we could just wriggle
on our stomachs one at a time.
We looked at it with pride. There it stood, our stately
pleasure dome, gleaming in the faint sunshine, tiny and
alone upon that grey inhospitable strand. We had made
ourselves a home as the Eskimo does it. It was a place of
refuge, a haven. " We ought to be pretty snug," we said.
" And, anyhow, the ship will be here to-morrow."
We crawled in one at a time on our stomachs and arranged
the two sleeping-bags and the waterproof ground sheets.
Inside the house was an opalescent light, a cold whiteness.
The air within seemed to strike chill like the inside of a cold
storage room. But we told ourselves we should get warm
soon enough. There were only two sleeping-bags among the
six of us. We decided that two should sleep in each bag and
the other two as close together as possible between the
couples in the bags, covered with as many duffel coats as we
had. The duffel coats, however, were all soaking wet.
Dispiriting thought. We drew lots with small pebbles.
The Doctor and George made a pair, Matheson and the boy
another and Walker and myself another. The pair that
drew a black pebble got a sleeping-bag and the pair that
drew a white one got the other. The pair that drew no